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APPENDIX

It i$ fairly: certain® thf Assa.m‘was Anciently Fdivided- intosseverdlyior: many* smdll
kingdoms -and - that after- -the .1ime .of -Buddha, . the -western kings adopted.the Buddhist
faith. As mlght be expected the. western districts are often found umted under one
ruler, whose sway extended as’ far westwards as. Bihar or even Gomkhpur ‘on thé
confines of Oudh. These ~Buddhist-'princes “felt the efféct~of the Brahmanicstruggle
for ascendancy and were ultimately. overthrown.

It is curious to observe how the traditions represent the oppressed Buddhxsts as
seeking refuge throigh the 'hills” as far west as Kashmir, and<at least atone” ‘time,
we hear of a prince: fuling' over Kashmir leading :an “Army 'into;: Assam. There are
scattered remnants of these once ruling houses still e:ustmg under the name of the
Kulta or Kulita caste. A certain number, now Hmdus, aré in the Assam valley But
two small colonies made théir ‘way to south-western Bengal, which has beén a‘refuge
ground to several tribes; One is now in the native state of ~Bonaigarh, the other in
the Sambalpur district of the Central Provinces. The name Kulita is supposed by
some to mean #w/z (family), 722 (gone or lost); but these Skt. derivations are open
to not a little suspicion. (B.H. Baden-Powell, Tl Ifudian Village Community, 1696,
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The people of Kamaripa

They adore and sacrifice to the Devas and have no faith in Ruddha; hence
from .the time when Buddha appeared in -the world, even ‘down ito.the present time
there never as yet has been built one Sanghdrama as a place for the priests to assemble.
Such disciples as there:are- of a, pure faith, say-their prayers(repeat-the nmame of
Buddha)- égqrgt}y .and that ,all..There-are;as-many-as-100 Deva temples and different
sectaries to the number of several {nyriads, (Hiuen-Tsang, by Beal,:1906,:Volk 11, p: 196.)

3

To the south-west of the Nalanda Sangharama, eight or nine /%, was the town
Kou-li-ka (Kolika) in which.. was an-.Asoka tope; this was_the place of Mudgalaputra’s
birth and death,. A ot

In this, passa.ge our pilgrim, calls. the, hirth: pla.ce of Maudga.layauaputra Kolika (or
Kulika)..and, describes it as. being- eight or nine 0. the -south-westrof Nalanda------
the., Mahawstu calls. it Kolztagramakaiand; places». it ‘half;a yojana from Rajagriba. In

B 5 ; the -5+ Kolgta,-~ a ;designation- -of ‘the Maudga-

laya.paputra was, bprobably derlved ;from the name of:his, native town..-(T. Watters :
Yuan, Chang's . Tra'uels #n dndia; Vob. 11, pp. 171 172).

v_ll ’I

ey’: ugqugrated from the sfate of Baudh and the:r ancestors

v»;ege,‘wafpr,,carneré in . the +household, of. Ramachandra. R..D., Baner_]l History of
4_Vol L;p.24)

- he Cuttack Tnbutag' Mahals were supposed to contain many relicsof latter
Buddhxsm The state of Baudh named .after Buddha was supposed to contain still a
remnant of real Buddhist population. (H P. Shastri, Introduction to Modern Buddhism
by N.N; Vasu, 1911)

§1.’-

Bonai:

Among the Hindus proper the. most. noteworthy -caste is the Kalita or Kulta,
’1‘51ey are beculiar .to Sambalpur in the Ceatral Provinces, Bonai and Assam and occupy
in all three places. a.very similar position.as most respectable and substantial cultivators,
The Kalxtas of Bona1 resemble in appearance,those: of Assam both having strongly
ma.rked Aryan features with hazel or grey eyes, and there appears to be some ethno-
__}_00-1Cd.1 _connection between_the two._ The elders of the caste in Bonai, however, assert
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that they came originally from Mithila, the modern Tirhut the days of Rama
and settled in Sambalpur from whence they migrated into Bonai six generations ago.
Colonel Dalton in ‘his Ethnology of Bengal statés that they forra the best étiltivators
and most substdntial -people it thé state. [dé foutid them occupying villages along With
aborigival Gotids and Kafdls bat thése had -nearly all fallen into the position of
farm_setvdnts to- the Kalitas- whd had exterisive fields, well-stocked farth yards and
comforiable - howses, ~The pardab dystefn®of “€xcluding their féinalds is unkhown to thei
and: infant miarrageis-riot-practised: —(Wr'W: Hixiter : T%s Twiperial Gasebtiet of India;
1885: Vol. III, p..83):

7

It is difficilt to ‘ascértain ‘thé nuriber of true Kayosthos that are iri this ‘distritt ;
because a numerous tribe called Kolita, who once had great sway here, ‘43 tHéy still
havé in Assaim, Have {in Thé miore civilized- f:é.rts' assiiriied the title 6f Kagosthds and
concedl their déstent fiom the Kolitas..-..s.-- . Theré also aré miiny who are called
Barondré Kaydsthos 5 bht—zthése are™ Of *Very ' dubious cmgm 4nd miany of theim cuftivite
with- their -own' hands. Wo' of the -most tesf:ectable Tamiliés of “Zaminhdars; Bordhon-
kuthi and Korighinyd; 5! of ‘this kind.; bit "tﬁexje i Yeasofir 16 suspéct Tt -ihEy
are Kolitas, as iu the division established By Bolldl Sén th¥te s nd mém¥ics oFsuth

a class.
Indeed this prince (Bhogodotto) is a.cknowledged to have been the son of an infidel

{ostif) Who was™ ‘tHe" Euardlan of “the: temple of ‘Kamakhya. Whétheér B¢ fsther Norok
was a' Hindu' and’ had . penebrated intd Kaditip and introdiced some degreé of fmprove-
ment; I can not pretend %o séy ; Biitgs 'sodn as-the Koch becamne fioted in Hadition ot
history, we ﬁnd that they had adopted a pnesthood called Kolita or Kuolta. Thesé possssed
some learning_aud books in the Bengalese language. They no doubt had some scxence
and continued long to be the only spiritual guides of the Koch and indeed in somE
places still fetain by far thé chief- athority over that people’ _In Assam thigre are
sevéral religious ifistriictors (Gurus) of this class who have 10 or-12,000 pupils totally
dévoted to their service ; and an .nsdlt offered to one of them, by the late king of
that country hurled-him from the throne of his ancestors, on which he nevér again
would have sat, had not the strong arm of the Company been held out in his favour.
It is not therefore wonderful that in the account of Assam published in the Second
Vol. of the Asiatic Researches, the people of that country are said to be Assamifis.
aiid Koltanians; the former the temporal lords, the latter the spiritial guidés, and
thet perhaps stillmofe fowerful than even now, as at that time the ptirices were
infidels (osur). What tenets the XKolitas, while independent of the Brahmans professed,
I have riot been’ able-to“léarn butthat'they were not orthodox theré can be little doubt
as in tHe Végini Tafitra,“the Koch Hajo, the chief of the followers of the Kolitas,
is plainly cailed a Mlechchh6 or barbarian:
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At this time however the nation had in generdl betaken themseives to the plough
and the Koiitas couid read thé Bengaicsa language, and that seems to have beenin
freqitent in use. The power of the Kolitas received a severe blow by the introduction
of the .Kamrupi Brahmans by Visu, the grandson of llajo, who chose them as his
guides in religion; and thé Kolitas were under the necessity of following the example
of theit princé, and of recéiving instruction upodes) from the -sacred order. Still
‘however, under the Brahmans, ‘as 1 have said, théy retain thuch power, and motre
thdn one of the princés of Vihar have réjectéd thé: Brahdians and- chosén to fétarn
toi-the guiddnce of the ancient 'pﬁ'é%thood Thest: persons: have now entirely adopted
thé Hindu worshxp and customs and-are conténted with being cosnsidered as pure
‘Sudraseeseeeees They etidéavour td pass’ themsélves -as ‘“Kéyosthos -and probably all the.
Ba"r'ondro'Kayosthos are of this Srigin:

: Thé Kblitéé hr‘i'd most bf tt'leir foltdv':ers"fxive takeﬁ 'the pa‘rt" of* Krishno, and
follow the true God.

In other i)aﬁé again stcH as in Assdm; Nepal and Bhutdh, tEe whole tribe except
the Koleas is called Koch, ! frém the Dorphg™ Ra}a down 'to~thé lowést peasant that
‘rears pigsor fowls:

There ‘areBrahmatis cilled ‘Assarmiess. *They are Biidiks of Kanyalibjo, and ofie
of them told me that ‘theéy weré mtroduced Hfrom that place by Viswo Singho, the
Kocti Raja ' but that "havisg penstratéd i8to “Assitii; “they fo longér intérmarried with
those. who temaited’in the wWestern: parts"of Kamrip; as they ¢oald ot mutually
bé- informéd How' far “each' pirty had " preserved m purity. Beforé their arrival, there
were learned men among the- Kolxtas vfrho wei'e” g'uru: for -all*‘the - ‘peaple.

West from Kohyab the two mobt numerous mbes and néarly €qual in strength

& it béén made in my

; S rtipei-'. Those who:cdn

Fead are alled Kayosthos and ‘are ‘the rehgxous “guides for most of the -others and
for mafy of the’ Kochi The othérs follow all manner of trades and ogcupations

Two Kolitas, Sangkordeév™and Madhovdev havé persiaded many that the paths
which they' have discovered are more advantageous. (Montgomery Martin : ke History,
Antiquities, Topography, and Statistics of Eastern Iidza, Vol IlI, (Ronggopoor), 1838,
pp. 528, 545, 551, 560, 674, 676).

8

Beyond this mountainous region exténds the grand field of enquiry and interest,
if any credit be due to the opinion universally prevalent here respecting the nations
inhabiting those tracts. Theé country to theé eastward of Rhot and the northward of
Sadiya, extending on thé plain beyond the mountains is said to be possessed by
powerful nation called Kolitas or Kultas, who are described as having attained to
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high degree of. advancement and civilization equal to.any of the natiops of the East.
Tha power, dominion, and icsources of -the Kwidz Kaja are -stated to exceed by far
those: of Asam, under: its most flourishing circumstances, and.in.former times a-commu-
nication appears to have been kept, up .between the estates, . now, long . discontinued.
To'this nation. are attributed. the _implements., of husbandry and domest:c life, washed
down by. the. flood _of: ‘the. Dikong _before,menuoned_, - Of their pecuhar .habits and -
religion,- nothing. is’, knoxvh,;, though they:a:e_.cons‘idered,,tq be - Hindus; a circumstance
which .from their - locality, I, think most unlikely, and in all propability arising merely
from. some .fancied. analogy.. “of.. —sound, the word; Kolita being used in .Asamese. to.signify
the Khaet caste ., There is.said to.:be.an entrance to.this. ¢ountry -from upper Asarm -
by, a .natural mnnel under;, -the mountains ;.-but; such is. obviously.. fahulqus, at least to
the assumed extent, All accounts agree in statmg, that a- colony of Asamese,_under.
two sons-.of a BEra Gok _ut exght generatlons back : took :refuge ;in-the coumry
of the Kolstas, on the nks :of the S7¢. Lok, whence, till thhm about two hundred .
years, they at mtervals, mamtamed a correspondence w1th the parent
were - hospitably | recewed by the Kulta Raja, who assxgned lands to, ther
ment, and .they (had natLrahsed and, intermarried - with;: the, mhabltants. §mce that .

oTAR 1

period, however; no trace exther of them or of the Kulta.r had beenv und -uptil: the

hostmty,
Neufville; 4

.In_the r ; . .
overwhell_mmg' ood poured from .the Dzﬁongmundaung the whole country, and sweepmg
away, with a; resistless torrent, whole, villages.and even districts;. .such is described to
be its violence, that the. general , features, of the country and the..course .of the river,
were materially  altered by it., This ﬂood..c,ontinued for .about1 )
time various, agricultural and ,household implements, elephant-trappings ;and numerous
articles belongmg 1o a race, evidently. sccial .and civilized, of . pastoral  and ag‘ncultural
habits, were, washed down m the stream . (Ibid : -pp. 335—a36)

o

° . .
Tradition also  holds™that the Kolitas were a powerful people, who ruled a part

of the country -at the foot of the Himalayan mouniains; and this lay beyond the
country of the one-legged and the winnow-eared (Kula-Kaniys) peoples......Even now
one. comes across and old Assamese very occasionally who believes in. the- existence
of —such _a..kingdom,_and_.thinks. that -some- .day—the- Kalita-raja-will riile over the whole
of Kamarupa. It is also believed that in this.kingdom the rule is mild, the people

Qo



are honest and the: rulers are like the parents of:the people. - (S. C. Goswami: J. AIR. S.
:Vol, 1,-No. 8)::

.F.Klmn-K olst..

“*Thefé “i§* dncther’ tx"adition to" the” eﬂ'ecf {hat tHehKhens “are a’ branch of "‘the
-Kolxtas “of As\sam = For “all “that” is known, this" 1s a’ most probable explanation of the
-Origin of - ‘this-caste: Col' Dalton: describes™them 48" a good lookmo race thh “oval
faces, well-shaped heads, high-noses, well developed eye dids' dnd- eye Adshes ‘and’ the
light supple frame of the pure Hindu. .

“They are of ‘the ordinary Brahma.mca.l type with shght modxﬁcatlons such as might

easily arise from maladroit borrowing---------As to their religion, the Khens are orthodox
Hindus. Most of them belong to the’ Sakta sect but Vaishnavas are also found among
_them......... Their social rank is respectable...------All the Khens are cultivators and

traders as well”. - (Risley : Tribes and Castes of Bengal.)

Besides the undefined class of Vaisknavas, commonly known as Basragis, there is
a priesthood the members of which are called Adkikaris. These Adkikaris seem to
be representatives of the Kolitas of ‘Assam’ (and though themselves Rajavansis, have
their disciples among that class), They officiate at the offering of naibidya consisting
of atap rice, plantain and milk to the gods and ancestors. The Brzhmans although
called in to perform the pujis and oﬂ‘icxate in mamages &c, find no place in the
performances of the nabid-giving ceremony. ... ’

It is alleged that the Khens were orxgmally low caste Hmdus and that the in-
figence of Raja Kanteswar over the  Brahmans “led them to sanctify his caste and
raise it to the level of pure Hindus.* This seems to be at best an aspersion on these
people by some envious neighbour. (Zke Cooch Behar State, by Harendra Narayan
Chowdhury, B. L., 1903, Vol. 1, pp. 127-128, 140, 489.)

11 -

Kathok{Koliya) :

A caste of story tellers, singers and musicians.

In their marriage, birth and death ceremonies they follow the usages of Brahmars,
The complete census returns give 378 section names of the usual type. Side by side
with Brahmanical terms such as Misr, Dikshit or Bharadwaja, we find numerous others
derived from those of ‘well-known #vébes, such as—Kayasth, Khatri, Ko/zya, Lodh &c.

Clzlzzpz_-(_Kolzya) s

The .caste of calico printers and chmtz stampers of whom there are both a Bund:
and Muhammadan branch.

O
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According to--the " cénsus™lists which record two himndred and two snbdivisinae
of the Hindu, and twenty one of the Muhammadan bancn, their sectlon~ follow the
rale--s0 - ~common m<these occupatlonal castes. Some are of local origin. and others
i supposed -connection 4w1th other tnbes

Thus ~among loca efrhs:

O
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