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“A word about the erymology of the word
Asura would not be amiss; in fact it would
show how far modern Hinduism hss
travelled since its’ Vedic days. The word
‘Asura’ is not the pegative form of ‘Sura’
—the ‘A’ is not a private prefix as the
Puranas would have it. Rather this latter
word “Sura” is an artificial construction
from the originsl ‘Asura’ which is deri-
ved from ‘Asu’—°‘ihe breath’ or ‘life’. Its
original meaning too has been murdered
by the later orthodoxy of the Puranas
and of modern India. ‘Asura’ was the
epithet of the finest copception of a god
by the Vedic peoples, namely Varuna,
the god of righteousness and also of other
gods. It wasalio applied to the sun. The

Parsi form of the word is Ahura and they

call their God Ahurmazd. They are all

sun-worshippers and recit? their prayers

to him morning and evening 13 we do.

How or when or why this srart!mg ch.;mge

came has not beel ascertained. If the

life history of some of these words could

up into
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be traced to their periods of origin and
again down to their modern usage, many
of the problems of religion and mythology
and history, which perplex the genuine
enquirer and produce strifes and schisms
among the “fuithful” would be solved.
It is more than prokable that the resulis
of such thorough enquiry would produce
dismay in the ranks of the “believers.”
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